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KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT -= by Edith Essig 
5938 W. Pasadena Avenue, 
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September 30, 1961 


DRUMMED OUT? 


In the summer of 1956 after a week of coma in which he held the eyes of the 
Nation Albert Henry Woolson, the last of 2,675,000 boys in blue, who answered 
President Lincoln's call to arms when he was sixteen and marched off to war as a 
drummer with Company C of the First Minnesota Heavy Artillery regiment, died at the 
age of 109. To the final, muffled roll of Woolson's drum the entire Grand Army of 
the Republic, which continued to exist technically until the death of the last mer’ 

ber, passed in shadowy review and dropped out of the line of march:of the Nation‘ 
armed forces, 

More recent and less publicized was the passing of one of the oldest living 
winners of the Medal of Honor, bestowed for heroism in the Philippine Insurrection, 
Major Frank Schroeder, the bugler who signaled the charge of Teddy Roosevelt's 
Rough Riders at San Juan Hill, Santiago, Cuba. 

These events and—stranger than fiction-=-the collapse and death in 1912, while 
addressing his regiment's 50th annual reunion, of General Arthur MacArthur, bril- 
liant officer and veteran of such desperate battles as Chicamauga, Missionary 
Ridge and Lookout Mountain when little older than the drummer boy from Minnesota, 
are but three of many dramas that symbolize the greater drama of a dying era. It 
was the era of the military volunteer who, in following the drumbeat to the thick 
of battle, was sustained by his faith in the justice of his cause; whose devotion 
to duty and oath to defend the Constitution brooked no compromise with the enemy, 
and whose service to the Nation was recognized in terms of those very qualities. 

The thunder of heavy artillery, the throb of drums, the hoof-beats of cavalry 
echo through the month of September as we view in retrospect the battle of Chicka- 
mauga, the battle of Antietam, the opening of the siege of Yorktown, and the pre- 
dawn ordeal of Francis Scott Key at the bombardment of Fort McHenry that gave us ow 
national anthem The Star-Spangled Banner. It carries the echo of Nathan Hale's las’ 
words: "I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country"; and, in de- 
livery of his Farewell Address, George Washington's warning, "Why, by interweaving 
our destiny with any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils 
of European ambitions, rivalries, interests, humor or caprice?" September saw John 
Paul Jones, commanding the Bonhomme Richard, capture the British frigate Serapis; 
saw the cornerstone of the main building of the Capitol in Washington, D.C., laid 
by President Washington. It was the birthmonth of Gen. John J. Pers » and the 
month in which Vice President Theodore Roosevelt took office as the 26th president 
of the United States. Its red-letter date is Constitution Day, the 17th, on which 
the United States Constitution--now under ruthless attack by every leftwing outfit 
—was adopted, 

AND, as the current issue of the California Jewish Voice pointedly recalls, it 
was twenty years ago this month that "Charles A. Lindbergh, speaking at a meeting of 
the America First Committee, charged that the British, the Roosevelt Administration 
and the Jews were leading the United States to war with the Nazis," This is a re- 
minder of the torrents of abuse of America's onetime idol that rolled off the kosh- 
er press and spilled over into other publications sensitive to Jewish pressure, and 
of FDR's initiation of a strange new presidential policy (now in the terminal stage 
of a deadly malady gripping the body politic) when he called Lindbergh a "Copper- 
head" and drove him by insults to the point of resigning his commission as colonel 
in the U.S. Air Corps Reserve. 

In the shadow of disaster and disgrace thus cast upon the Nation's future 
General Douglas MacArthur was fired by President Truman to forestall an unscheduled 
American victory in Korea. 

America's great master of tank warfare General George S, Patton, restrained by 
the incredible U.S. policy of handing American victories to Joseph Stalin and,before 
the year 1945 was out, permanently silenced by death, was demoted in typical fash- 
ion. In her book Eisenhower Was My Boss Kay Summersby, WAC captain and driver of 
Ike's staff car, found Patton becoming increasingly troublesome to her wonderful, 
infallible boss with the result headlined thus in the San Francisco Examiner of 
October 3, 1945: "PATTON OUSTED BY IKE FOR STAND ON NAZIS...Gen. George 5. Patton, 
Third Army commander, who has been censured for slow denazification of Bavaria, was 
removed today from his post and put in charge of a "paper army.’ Patton was trans- 
iste by 2g Sagas D. Eisenhower to cammand of the Fifteenth Army, reduced to a 

more a headquarters c eee! ec. 10,1 repo 
ing the collision that cost Patton is Life ’ stated: Peotcnonone said the’ aos - 
dent occurred when two half-ton Army trucks came out suddenly from a side road 
cutting in front of Patton's car," Oddly, sharing Examiner front-page space with 
this dispatch was one from INS » Washington, forecasting rightly—but wro as to 
the year-~Eisenhower's rise to the U.S. presidency and headlined: "IKE FOR 
1948evPresidential Talk Begun by Senator Capper.ss." 

It was quite in character that upon achieving the presidency Eisenhower should 
find a fighting ex-Marine who was faithful to his oath to defend the re pe nee 
against all enemies, domestic as well as forei becoming increasingly troublesome 
and that he should encourage the Senatorial noengure!= ching of Joseph McCarthy. 
It was in keeping with President Kennedy's avowed intent to pattern his executive 
conduct on that of his idol, Franklin D, Roosevelt, that he should remove General 
Edwin A. Walker—-after a 30-year record of devotion and loyalty to the United States 


= command of the 24th Infantry Division in Germany; and do so at the behest 
of a tet scandal pak that objected to the General's whos Fak training 


And the shocking Memorandum given 


esident Kennedy by 


se : 
of the or ae troops. as reflecting the "ultra-conservative' (patriotic) principlés 
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Sen. Fulbright, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, recommending & 
fixed policy of disciplining and gagging Army officers who are given to outspoken 
opposition to Communism is a logical product of thirty years of New Deal treason 
during which Old Glory, gi way to the mongrel international banner of the United 
Nations, has been stealthily owered to within inches of the ground. 
#25 KILLED IN AIRLINE CRASH, SENATOR LUNDEEN AMONG THE DEAD...CRASH CAUSE STILL 

A MYSTERY" screamed the headlines 21 years ago this month. Senator Ernest Lundeen of 
Minnesota, confirmed isolationist and a leading opponent of the conscription bill 
that had just been passed by the Senate, was on his way to address ar of the 
America First Committee when the airliner crashed and expioded at the foot of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia, the worst disaster in the history of American ec 
mercial aviation as of that date. At that time a titanic struggle was in progrer. 

between the America First Committee, septs, Hh put the br ions on ror dl 
' head lunge to war, and the All-Aid-to-the- es group wor to the opposit - 
effect, with an estimated 83% of the people opposed to intervention. With the "sur - 
prise" attack on Pearl Harbor the interventionists got their war agd a grim post- 


| script is supplied by editorial comment in the April, 1954 issue of The Cross _ané 
| thé Flee: "A pro-war propaganda committee was organized which called it The 
Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies. The leading member of this commit- 
tee, believe it or not, was Fred McKee of Pitteburgh, Pennsylvania, President of the 
National Casket Company who later was given the big contract for caskets in which 
our soldier dead of World War II were ed." Any other hi . Oh. 
yes, September is the month that sees the observance of Gold Star Mothers ° 
Truly, the month of September opens an historic vista on our rise to national 
greatness {nrough the high standards r ed of our early statesmen and tary 
leaders, and our subsequent decline to the point of committing national suicide. W: 
have been a léng while on the ade in reaching the "new look't (new low) in mii 
itary ethics that stigmatizes patriotism and puts a ihceages on treason. In the long 
trek down this dreary road loyal Army, Navy and Air ce officers of the caliber o’ 
Generals re ee MacArthur, Patton, Van Moseley, Wedemeyer, del Valle, Strat 
emeyer and Van Fleet, Admiral Crommetin, Col. Eugene Nonerey and or George Racey 
Jordan—-at least five of whom testified that we could have won the war in Korea but 
_ were led under U.N. control to lose--were used to the limit of their endurance 
| before, becoming "troublesome'*, they learned the bitter trtth that patriotism, 
_ honor and devotion to duty have been deliberately and ruthlessly DR OUT, 
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4 I am indebted to Mr. Charles B. Hudson of Englewood, Colorado for now light on 
an old chapter of the sordid story. He relays it from a friend, Al Misegadis of 

' Lander, Wyoming, who worked with in an intelligence organization composed 

| of Reserve Officers who saw service in the first 'Jorld War, and who asks and answers 

the questions » after capture, was Pancho Villa turned loose? As Mr. Misegadis 

tells it, in 1916 Villa and his revolutionaries raided the U.S. border at Columbus, 

New Mexico, drove off several hundred cavalry horses, killed a number of our stable 

guards and several citizens of Columbus. 


After a chase of weeks over Mexican terrain Gen. John J. Pers telegraphed 
the Chief of Staff at Washington, D.C. that he had the bandit surrounded, ed for 


instructions and received a coded answer that resulted in this announcement to his 
| officers: "Men, I have just received orders from Washingto:, D.C. They are hard to 
> understand. I will not attempt to interpret them. It is not a soldier's privilege 
_ to question an order from his superior. After many heartaches and mutual hardships 
| we have finally captured the sly old fox and are ready to reap the harvest of our 
_ sfforts. Orders are to release Villa, and return to the United States at once. 
| These orders will be obeyed. It is now a little after 3 a.m. At 5 a.m. I wanes 
| 3very unit here to be ready to start our return north to the border. Dismissed!" 
| Pancho Villa and his band were turned loose and the U.S. expeditionary force returne 
_ rorth. As soon as Pershing reached the border he was ordered to rpport to Washingtor 
_ and shortly afterward was ordered to assemble a staff and proceed to France, there 
to observe frontline action and get ready to receive a U.S. army in France, This he 
did. Mr. Misegadis states: "It is now definitely eed that U.S. money induced 
Villa to make the border raid, thus to create an international incident that would 
arouse the U.S. public and gi’re an excuse for mobilizing our “—_- Villa was assured 
\ immunity. The powers in Washington who had repeatedly stated "We kept tyou out of 
- | war? had made secret commitments to England and France that if they became hard 
~ | Pressed we would come to their aid." 
> | %* eee He HH He HH HH H OH 
Senator Strom Thurmond's magnificent speeches as he exposed the infamous Fulbriy. 
- 7 andum, and called for investigation of Fulbright's recommendations for muzzling 
' | the argon? and banning anti-Communism training in the armed forces, rang like a 
- |) trumpet c to the defense of the Republic, so perilously near to abject surrender 
~ | to a world state through our alleged but illegal "treaty" with the U.N. This was 
_ |) no true treaty with another nation made under the authority of the United States. 
, | When the U.N. Charter was offered,the U.N.O. was an agency or clearinghouse of a 
» flock of nations but it did not then nor does it now exist as an entity entitling 
_ | it to be ranked as a nation with whom we could make a treaty. Denunciation of the 
_ U.N. as a conspiracy against our national sovereignty is being voiced as never 
» before. Letters to the Editor in leading newspapers sound the alarm: “Let's scuttle 
, | the U.N. if Red China is admittedt''-- "Get the U.S. out of that den of iniquity and 
) Get the U.N. out of the United States!'--''The U.N. has gone berserk, why do we coun- 
s |) tenance its bloo  aeeetet in Katanga?"t The clamor gives promise of swelling toth 
e 


of forc enate to listen, and to rectify its colossal mistake of rati- 
the Charter handed to it personally by the teisteeioes ger Hiss. at an 


occasion for rejoicing it will be when with reference to the gang of international 
bandits in that glassy tower of immunity to the laws of the United States and the 


state of New Y t Pancho Villas--the electri news 
Mc agi “ier deadly than an army of Panc 8 e fying 
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